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This is an official publication of the Lancaster Camp Meeting  & Church Assembly Association, Inc.  Published Monthly and distributed 
without charge and for the benefit of all cottage owners at the Lancaster Camp Ground,  2151 West Fair Avenue,  Lancaster, OH 43130. 

 

BOARD MOTIONS:  
 The following motion was passed at the November 17, 2008 board meeting: 

1. That the leases be increased by 3% for 2009,  
rather than the entire 5.8%, effective January 1, 2009. 

 

MANAGER’S NOTES:  

As one year ends and another is about to begin, it is a time for celebration.   
We just recently gave thanks for our many blessings at Thanksgiving and we are now celebrating the birth of Christ.  
Everyone has his or her own unique, traditional celebration and we should each honor that.   
Enjoy your time with family and friends but please take time to stop and reflect.  Here are a few gift suggestions:  “To 
your enemy, forgiveness.  To an opponent, tolerance.  To a friend, your heart.  To a customer, service.  To all, charity. 
To every child, a good example.  To yourself, respect.”  Enjoy the season! 
 

The Christmas potluck was a huge success again this year.  The food and fellowship were excellent and I believe all 
enjoyed the evening.  We played our traditional gift exchange game and some of us certainly received interesting gifts 
(did you see Gary’s purse?)  Since everyone had such a good time at the Christmas potluck, I hope we will see you in 
January at the monthly potluck.   
 

The annual Christmas Walk was again a success.  The meals, tours and overall spirit of the Camp Ground volunteers 
and staff were a credit to Lancaster Camp Ground.  The residents of Fairfield County and surrounding areas are 
beginning to take notice of the Camp Ground, the best-kept secret in Central Ohio.  I did want to personally thank 
Aminta Burgett for her efforts in the Cafeteria.  Aminta worked in the cafeteria during the season and, when both 
Marty and Diane were unavailable on Saturday night, Aminta took charge and managed the meal preparation as if she 
had been doing so for many years.  Had she not accepted this responsibility, we would have had no choice but to close 
the Cafeteria for the Saturday evening meals.  THANK YOU AMINTA FOR YOUR EFFORTS. WE APPRECIATE IT!!   
 

Once again, the generosity and spirit of the cottage owners and residents were reflected in the Christmas gifts to the 
staff.  On behalf of the entire staff, thank you for your thoughtfulness and gifts.   
 

CONTACTING THE STAFF  
More and more frequently, the office and maintenance staffs are being contacted when off duty.  This not only 
involves time during their lunch hours but when they are at home in the evening or on weekends.  Lunch hours are 
usually the only break they get during the day.  Please keep this in mind.  Calls in the evening or weekends are 
primarily involving the maintenance staff and these are for a variety of reasons.  Anytime the maintenance staff is 
called to the Camp Ground, they are paid overtime. Effective immediately, the maintenance staff will not respond to 
requests without authorization from the manager or an officer of the board of trustees. Questions should be directed to 



 

the Office. 
GOLF CART STORAGE:  
We will be storing golf carts in the Temple again this year.  The annual fee will be $25.00.   
Please contact the Camp Ground Office to make arrangements for storage. 
 

WINTER OFFICE CLOSING  
The Camp Ground Office will close at noon each Wednesday November through March.  
 

OLD APPLIANCE/WATER HEATER REMOVAL  
If you have an old appliance or water heater that need to be removed, please contact the office and, for a small fee, the 
maintenance staff will remove it.  We then hold onto these items and eventually a contractor is called in and takes the 
appliances to a recycling unit.  Please do not leave items at the dumpster area - it is for garbage only. 
 

PARKING FOR RESIDENTS AND GUESTS 
As everyone knows, there are no assigned parking spaces.  Parking at the Camp Ground is a common problem and 
courtesy and common sense must prevail.  Residents deal with this situation on a daily basis but when you have 
guests, it is your responsibility to advise them where to park properly and legally.  If you have any questions, please 
contact the Camp Ground Office. 
 

EMERGENCY WATER PROBLEMS:     
If you encounter a water problem, such as a water line break, when the office is closed and the maintenance staff is off 
duty, please contact the following personnel for assistance: Greg White  654-7318 or Jim Morgan 689-4821. The 
maintenance personnel cannot make repairs inside your cottage but they can turn the water off outside to prevent as 
much damage as possible. 
 

CAMP GROUND WATER SYSTEM VALVES  
The water system at Lancaster Camp Ground is a private system owned by the Association.  According to Camp 
Ground rules, the water system is the responsibility of the maintenance department and cottage owners will not turn 
the water on or off without permission of the General Manager.  One of the problems with the old water system was 
the heads on the valves had been damaged over the years through the use of improper tools.  It is known that some 
cottage owners have their own “water keys” and have used them for years.  If we are to maintain the integrity of “your 
new water system” it is imperative that only the maintenance staff operate the valves.  The staff makes every effort to 
accommodate requests to turn water on or off as quickly as possible.  Please direct questions to the Office.   
 
SUPPORT OUR TROOPS 
Would you like to help Hocking County 4-H with our project to support our troops?  We have adopted a platoon 

and are gathering items to send over to Iraq.  Here is some info and a list of the items they have requested: 
  

32 soldiers  - including 2 females - in this Army platoon stationed in Iraq 
snacks (power bars, 
granola, trail mix) 
instant oatmeal 
powdered drink mix singles  
nuts 
hand sanitizer wipes 
razors  

shaving gel 
body wash 
shampoo 
black or brown hair ties 
foot powder 
body powder 
unscented body lotion 

sun block 
lip balm 
stationary 
word find puzzles 
batteries 
zip-lock bags 

  

The info states that we don't need to send individual packages for each person as they all share.  it's ok to send a 
little of this and that.   We'll collect items by Jan. 15 for a package.   For more information call Barbara Carder. 
 
 
 

Merry Christmas to all the Camp Ground family 



 

from Walter & Rosie Beougher 



 

CHRISTMAS WALK  
A great big THANK YOU to all who helped with the Christmas Walk!!  I think everyone that lives here year around 
was involved this year.  What a wonderful time.   I know I'll get into trouble by naming names or highlighting 
positions but I'd like to try so we can ALL see the magnitude of the walk and the volunteers needed to pull this off 
every year. 
  

This project is part of the Program Committee which is lead by Jim Morgan this year.  It is thought about, 
discussed, and planned during the year but the real work starts in Sept. and Oct. with lots of phone calls and emails to 
newspapers, TV, radio and to all of you here at the camp ground to let you know how you too can help out.   THANK 
YOU  Debbie Miller and Laura Burgett for taking on that project!! You both do such a great job!! 
  

Big THANKS to Ellen Ford for heading up the large Nativity project that's close to Fair Ave. She and her crew did a 
wonderful job and it looks lovely in that large space.  Have you seen it lighted at night? WOW!  We try to add 
other pieces to it each year and there are a few more to make then our set will be complete.   
  

Decorating is a big project and so many of you came to help this year.  THANK YOU, THANK YOU.  Oh, I'm in 
trouble now!!  But I do want to thank Hettie Gerren, Karen Stambaugh, Barb Slade, Barb Holycross, Laura Burgett for 
following me from building to building to help decorate trees, fuss with greenery, iron and fold all 150 napkins, 
set tables, etc. etc.  We worked right up to opening the cafeteria on Friday afternoon but got it done.  Hey, you're a 
great team and yes, I'll be looking y'all up next year!!   
  

Speaking of cafeteria. It takes a BIG CREW each night to keep that going!!  Bobbie Kutasy and Don Cordle headed 
the team & ran it smoothly. So, to all the cooks, servers, (dishing food & taking it to people) greeters, dishwashers, set 
up and clean up people we say THANK YOU.  Oh, and didn't Aminta Burgett do an excellent job cooking when it all 
fell on her shoulders Saturday evening?  What a gal. Big THANKS goes to Norma Norris too, for making ALL the 
covers for the chairs in the cafeteria!! I know that took a long time to make over 100 and didn't they look beautiful? 
  

The Activity Building was buzzing this year with all the wonderful things going on there. A GREAT BIG THANKS 
to our two Santa Claus, Russ Miller and Ray Gerren, our special singers, (I heard they were great!!) Marion 
Farnsworth and her popcorn machine, to each of you that sat at the tables to advertise all of our programs and 
activities, workers for the kids table (thanks Melody Gordon for all your idea's) and ALL of you that helped clean up 
Saturday evening due to the building being rented for Sunday.  
  

THANKS to Matt Ervin for taking time to find costumes and working with our kids and others from his church to put 
on the Live Nativity!!  We love to see our young people involved in projects here at the camp ground. 
  

THANK YOU to all of you that decorated your homes and opened them for the tour!!  People from all over the 
city come to see them.  The cottages are a big attraction for the walk.  
  

All of you cookie bakers outdid yourselves this year!  What a great assortment.  I know everyone enjoyed them and 
they're very much appreciated. 
  

The Gift Shop is always a plus for the Christmas Walk!!  THANKS  to all of you who donate crafts, baked goodies, or 
volunteered your time.  Karen Tribul does a wonderful job with our Gift Shop and we appreciate all the hard work she 
puts into it all year. 
  

I don't want to forget ALL of our golf cart drivers or Charleton Burgett who made ALL the luminaries and help 
to place and light them each night.  Not too many people want those COLD jobs.  THANKS!! You're a great bunch!!   
  

Now, an even bigger, GREAT BIG THANKS, goes to Greg White and the Maintenance Staff for putting up with all of 
us during this busy season!!  It's a lot of extra work for all of them and yes, I know they get paid but there is a lot of 
work they do that they are NOT paid for.  Unless you work behind the scenes and see it all you are not aware of 
everything they do.   
  

I know this is a long THANK YOU but I wanted everyone to see it takes MANY people to make the Christmas Walk 
a success. If I've left anyone out, it was not my intention.  I've enjoyed working with each of you this year and hope 
you have a WONDERFUL CHRISTMAS and a GREAT NEW YEAR. 
God's blessings to you all,  Rachel Stewart 



 

CAMP GROUND TELEPHONE DIRECTORY  
January is the month for updating the Camp Ground telephone directory.  Please verify your information. 
Any changes should be directed to the Camp Ground Office not later than January 15, 2009. 
 
 

CALENDAR OF EVENTS:   Cut this out and put it on your fridge!! 
 
 

½ Day for Office every Wednesday through March    Office closes at Noon  
Office Closed – Christmas Eve & Christmas  Wednesday & Thursday, December 24 & 25 
 New Years Eve & New Years Day Thursday, January 1, 2009     Happy New Year!! 
Gospel Sing - 1st Fridays Friday January 2 7:00 p.m. Activity Bldg 
Program Committee Monday January 5 6:00 p.m. Unit 1 
Grounds Committee Friday January 9 1:00 p.m. Unit 1 
Personnel Committee Tuesday January 13 1:00 p.m. Office 
Monthly Potluck Tuesday January 13 6:00 p.m. Activity Bldg 
Finance Committee Thursday January 15 9:00 a.m. Unit 1 
Board Meeting Monday January 19 6:00 p.m. Unit 1 
 

Note:  you can see the on-line calendar anytime at   http://calendar.yahoo.com/lcgsecretary 
 
PRAYER LIST:      (Please notify the office when someone on this list has had their prayers answered) 
 

 Rosemary Garrison Art Newland  Doyle Garrett  Gary Capps 
 Stephanie Hastings Mitch McClave Virginia Pletcher Bill Graybill 
 Mathew Boyd Leonard Dougherty Norma Jane Yeager Dick Webb 
 Betty Walter Barbara Black  
 

POTLUCKS 
The signup list for our 2009 Potlucks is now in the office.  Please sign up early so all the spots are filled.  Hosting a 
potluck is very easy - just make the drinks, greet everyone as they arrive, have someone ask the blessing over the food, 
you can do a small program if you want, then simply make sure things are cleaned up, turn heat down and lock doors. 
There are plenty of attendees that are old hands at it, if you need any help or have questions. 
 

HISTORICAL SOCIETY:  
The Historical Society of the LCG will not meet again until March 24, 2009 at 6:00 P.M..  Dues  for 2009 are due at 
$8.00 per adult and may be sent or taken to the LCG Office or given to any member. The “Friends” of the Historical 
Society can make donations, making checks payable to Lancaster Campground Historical Society .   
 

Garden Flags are available for $15 at the gift shop and at the office. The log bird feeders are also available for $3. 
 

The interior of the first floor of the Hotel Woodside is complete with a fresh coat of white paint, a good cleaning, and 
decorated for the Christmas season. Make arrangements for a visit to see the first floor that includes a new wall 
hanging, a display of the original hotel keys, the stained glass cross in the assembly/chapel room, and other items of 
our LCG heritage. The Society thanks Rachel Stewart and her crew, for the decorations, the maintenance and office 
staff for their help and to Rob Matheney for helping with the electrical system.  Judy Morgan, Secretary 
 

We welcome home our president, Ben Doane on leave from the U.S. Army.   Ben, we are proud of you. 
 
PAPER RECYCLING  
The recycling dumpster at the entrance is going very well.  We are producing about 2 ½ tons per 
month.  Every bit we can keep out of the landfill is a good thing.  Remember to only put in paper 
that is used for printing. Such as books, magazines, newspapers and junk mail etc. They cannot 
take cardboard boxes.   Keep up the good work. 



 

What a Preposterous Story! 

A teenage girl engaged to a young man - - and they are expecting a baby - - and 
God, not Joseph, is the father.  Then an 80 mile journey on the back of a donkey 
to little town for a government census, - - and then no place for Mary to give 
birth, but in a stable.  And this is the One promised in prophecy as the Messiah – 
Emmanuel, “God with us” – or Jesus, the name given Him by an angel?  
Preposterous!   And then shepherds come and say they were visited in the fields 
by an angel chorus and told where to find this child and by what sign they would 
know Him.  Later on “wise men” from the east followed a star and brought gifts 
fit for a king to this child.  Preposterous!   Then Herod tries to kill this child by 
killing all the male children in the region two years of age and under. 
 
 Now nearly 2000 years later the whole world will close down on the day set 
aside to commemorate His birth.  Those who believe this story and those who 
don’t will put up trees, give gifts, get together as families, be a little kinder, and 
help others because it is Christmas.  The secular world will get involved in this 
“Spirit of Christmas”.  Carols about this story will permeate the stores, streets, 
malls, radio and TV.  Simple and elaborate scenes will depict its mystery and 
beauty and message of hope.  This very year is counted from the year of His 
birth! 
 
 “What Child Is This?”, whose birth the whole world will recognize nearly 
2000 years later? Who is this “Light that shines on in the darkness and the 
darkness has never been able to put it out”? (John 1:5)  Who is this whose 
preposterous story continues to be told from generation to generation?  The 
correct answer to this question determines your eternal destiny - - it determines 
the quality of your life here on earth.  The whole world whom God so loved 
revolves around this One sent of God to be the light and life of all mankind. 
 
 Though retired, I am still endeavoring to bring this eternal Christ to you and 
pray that you will love, worship, adore and follow Him with all your heart, and 
know Him in all His fullness. May you and yours have a Joyous Christmas and a 
Blessed New Year as you rejoice in this preposterous but gloriously true story!! 
 
You will find it helpful to read Matthew 1:18-2:18,  Luke 1:26-38, Luke 2:1-20, 
John 1:1-18. 
 
Rev. Earl S. Bishop,  Retired United Methodist Pastor 



 

 

SHOVEL SAFELY 
Shoveling snow is intense exercise.  Too intense for some people.  “The biggest danger is if you’ve not been 
active.  It puts such a sudden strain on the heart,” says Dr. Mieres, a cardiologist at N.Y.U. Medical Center.   
Before having a go at the snow, bear in mind the following advice: 
Eat Lightly  - A heavy meal before shoveling can put an extra load on your heart. 
Don’t Drink  - Alcohol can cause you to underestimate the workload. 
Shovel Early - Shovel while the snow is still fresh.  It’s best to shovel often rather than wait till it’s over & 
deeper. 
Dress Warmly - Dress in layers so you can remove outer ones as you heat up.  
Pick Plastic - Choose a shovel with a plastic blade.  It’s lighter, and puts less stress on your heart. 
WD-40 - Spray it on your shovel so the snow doesn’t stick. 
Warm Up - Allow your heart rate to increase gradually by doing some light stretching and  
   start with small shovels of snow for five minutes or so.  Work up from there. 
Use Good Form - Push the snow, when possible, rather than lift it.  If you must lift, do not throw snow over your 
   shoulder or far to the side.  The twisting motion is hard on the back and adds unnecessary exertion. 
Pace Yourself - Take frequent breaks and rest until your breathing comes back to normal. 
Know When To Stop - If you feel a fullness, pain or pressure in your chest, stop shoveling and call 911, while  

you are waiting for the ambulance chew a 325 mg Aspirin. 
 
ASSISTANCE WITH HEATING BILLS:  
The Home Energy Assistance Program that provides income qualifying households with financial assistance for winter 
heating bills begins.   Applications will be accepted at the Lancaster-Fairfield community Action Agency through  
March 31, 2009.  Applicants must provide income verification, such as documentation of Social Security benefits - 
including disability benefits, child support payments or payroll statements - for all household members for the 
preceding 13 weeks.  A utility disconnection notice is not required for regular HEAP benefits.  Emergency funds also 
can be paid on behalf of an eligible household on time during the winter heating season. 
Households must have a disconnect notice for their heating source or less than a 10 day supply of bulk fuel to be 
eligible, and household income must be at 175 percent of the poverty guidelines to qualify for Emergency HEAP. 
Call the local Lancaster office at 740-653-4146 weekdays between the hours of 8 a.m. and 4:30 p.m. for more 
information.  To schedule an appointment as for Barbara Miller, HEAP Coordinator. 
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